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Pesquisadores no campo de educacdo, paticularmente agueles que preferem uma
perspectiva critica, tém dado muita atencdo aos efeitos do neoliberdismo nos sstemas
necionas de educacdo no contexto da globdizacdn. As andises das politicas neoliberais
vis-a&vis educagdo, freqlentemente tém edado focdizadas no impacto de privaizacéo,
descentrdizacdo e opcdo escolar, 0s quais Sfo paliticas-chave nas tendéncias internacionais
de reformes educecionas (eg. Gorodsiaga Derqui, 2001). Criticos do neoliberdismo
acusam que ido emprega uma economia raciond para guiar as reformas educacionas
ignorando as diferencas culturais nacionais e subnacionas, € que tem aumentado as
desguddades socias e educacionas (Apple, 2001, Puiggres 1999). Outros trabahos
investigam programas excepcionals que procuram contrariar  os  discursos  neoliberals
educacionais (eg. Gandin & Apple, 2002). Uma fragueza, porém, é que uma grande parte
deste trabdho fica no nivd de andises e criticas ignorando dterndivas pedagogicas e
politicas a0 nedliberdismo, ou idedizam programas dternativos.

Autores laino-americanos tém dado aencdo aos efetos do neoliberdismo porque
acreditam que € uma forma de imperidismo norteamericano. Esse € 0 caso do Brasl, onde
educadores e outros sbios tém desenvolvido uma critica bem aticulada das politicas
chamadas Consenso Washington. Um ponto relevante para educadores norte-americancs,
gue em gerd ndo o familiaizados com as publicagdes da América Latina (e também de
outras regides em desenvolvimento), tratase da andise dos efeitos das politicas neoliberas
b os dgemas de educacdo na Améica Latina e que ird fornecer um profundo
entendimento sobre esse assunto.

Es livro, tem o potencid de revdar uma pergpectiva regiond trazendo as idéias de
dguns dos mdhores edudiosos em educagdo no Bradsl paa andisar a rdagéo entre



cgpitdismo, trabdho e educacd. A maoria dos cgpitulos foi goresentada em 2001 num
congresso organizado pedo Grupo de Edudos e Pexquisss em Higtdria, Sociedade e
Educacédo no Brasl (HISTEDBR). Esse grupo foi organizado em 1986 na Universdade
Edadud de Campinas por dguns doutorandos sob a orientacdo do Professor Dermeva
Saviani, um dos editores deste livio. O objetivo deste grupo € trabahar coletivamente os
temas da historiografia e histdria da educagio lrasldra. E notével, por dois motivos, que
esse grupo tenha organizado um congresso sobre 0 tema capitdismo, trabaho e educacéo:
em primero lugar porque € compodo por hidoriadores da educacdo braslera e a maoria
dos trabahos desta colecdo sga tedrico e polémico; em segundo lugar, o topico dos
mercados e educacdo é aproximado da perspectiva de trabaho o qua chama a aencdo ao
efeito do Sstema econdmico nos trabahadores e a relacdo de educacéo ao traba ho.

As primeiras trés segbes dede livio correspondem a uma organizecdo das
apresentagdes do V' Semin&io do HISTEDBR. A Parte | contém o discurso de de abertura
feito por Saviani e as partes 1l e Il goresentam os trabahos dos paedtrantes das duas mesas
redondas do Seminaio. A Unica excecdo é oensaio de Frigotto na parte Il, cujo trabaho foi
induido na publicacdo, gpesar de de néo ter paticipado do Semin&io. Na pate |V, Saviani
e Lombardi revisseam a higoria e contribuigdes do HISTEDBR durante os Ultimos quinze
anos.

No primero cgoitulo, Saviani discute as origens do grupo HISTEDBR e o seu
envolvimento nesta criagdo da organizacdo, que foi basseda num interesse comum em
examinar a higtdria da educacdo na perspectiva marxisa e didética Ele também explica o
porqué de um grupo de pesguisadores da higtéria da educacdo escolherem como tema para
0 sEmind&io as rdagbes entre capitaismo, trabadho e educacdp. Em sua judificaiva, refere-
s a Althusser para demondrar que o0 capitd deve ser entendido para ter uma interpretacéo
radicd da historia contemporénea, incluindo a histdria da educagdo. 1o € particularmente
relevante, cita, por causa da evidéncia de que os mercados globas ndo etd cumprindo
Uas promessas de didribuir riqueza e estimular desenvolvimento para todas as dasses e
grupos sociais A principd tendéncia que de encontra € o ciclo ddiberado dos periodos do
crescimento econdmico e recessBo para interromper as capacidades dos trabahadores por

pressdo da mudanca econdmica.



Na pate Il, intitulado “Capitdismo, Trabadho e Educacdo’, Lanni pondera o papd
do individuo como cidad@do resultante das trandformagbes auas do mundo. Sugere que a
mudanca trazida pela globdizacdo tem criado um novo cidad@d que ndo € H naciond, mas
também globd, e que a mida é uma indituicio importante para desafiar poderes
dominantes como as corporagbes. Lanni condui que o neodliberdismo ndo tem o completo
controle desta nova Stuagcén, e que 0 emergente “cidadd globd” tem o potencid de
reformar a sodedade. Antunes, no segundo capitulo, foca as disparidades econdmicas e a
excdusio difundida, criada pda forma aud do capitdismo globd, representada por
conceitos como a “qudidade totd”. Ele dirma que este edado é evidente no “consumo
destrutivo e supérfluo” das dasses ricas, as quais tém conduzido &s lutas retomades peos
trabdhadores e grupos margindizados por este dsema, num esforgo de demondrar a
desigud dade e ainjustica da sociedade contemporanea

Gentili discute no terceiro cgpitulo, que as promessas da teoria do capitd  humano,
como sendo a educacdo superior mais importante para 0 sucesso no mercado de trabaho e
gue promoveria um maor desenvolvimento nadond, ndo tem Sdo cumprides no Bradl,
NeEM nos outros paises laino-americanos. Em vez disso, as pessoas dedtas regifes tém se
tornado “mais pobres e mais educadas” Ele discute que a educacdo, no Sstema econdmico
aud, é concebida como uma excolha individud em vez de um diréto, e que a promessa de
muitos empregos tem ddo subdituida por uma exoha propria e a promessa de
“empregabilidade” Gentili enfaiza que a desguddade dos Sstemas escolares na América
Laina € o principd fator: “‘Educados num ddema excolar pulverizado e segmentado,
codbitados por drcuitos educacionas de oportunidades e qudidades  diversss
oportunidedes e qudidades que mudam conforme a condicdo socid dos assuntos e oS
recursos econdmicos que des tém para acessxy a privilegiada efera dos dirdtos da
cidadania’ (p.59). No capitulo find desta seco, Frigotto discute a relacdo entre 0 assunto e
as edruturas, enfatizando o potencid da organizacd humana O papd da educacédo na
ideologia copitdida aud, expresssdo pelo conceito de empregabilidade, € produzir um
“cidaddo minimo” carente de cgpacidades civicas. Ele discute que o cgpitdismo é
destrutivo e precisa ser subgtituido por um sstemamais humano.

A parte Il goresenta trés capitulos sobre o tema “Capitdismo, Trabdho e Educacéo
no Brasl.” No primeiro capitulo, Kuenzer examina o efeito do estado nedliberd e a



globdizacéo da economia na relacdo entre trabadho e educagéo, para guiar a construcéo de
uma pedagogia para a emancipacdo humana Ele discute que a “pedagogia toyotigtd’ tem
ddo introduzida nes exolas e que é bassada em adquirir competéncias cognitivas que
vdorizan o capitd e a producdo de trabdhadores flexiveis No cgpitulo seguinte, Ferretti
discute como auedores diferentes sujeitos sociais particulamente sindicatos, educadores e
empregadores, tém entendido os desdfios feltos pda educacdo no Bradl nos Ultimos anos.
Ele critica as politicas educacionas nos anos 90 implementadas pdo governo Bresilero e
organizaghes internacionas, tas como o Banco Mundid. Ele condui que, referente a0
neoliberdismo, “o perigo condde na posshilidade de que o contelido da educacdo gerd
sga convenientemente ‘adequado’ as necessidades futuras da  formacdo  técnico
profissond..” (p. 117). No tercaro capitulo, Ciavatta examina o mundo do trabaho
usando fotografias como lentes para recondruir as vidas dos trabahadores das f&xicas.
Para fazer uma critica a0 efeito que o cgpitdismo avancado teve no trabdho e na educacéo,
Ciavatta introduz o conceito da “escola do trabaho’, uma medida higdrica do mundo do
trabdho que “deve s entendida como um processo socid complexo, um a@o humano, um
movimento de idéias e agBes que acompanham a introducdo do trabadho na escola como um
principio educetivo” (p. 126).

Ege livro reline brasileros tdentosos trabdhando em um grupo de temas comuns
das perspectivas e criticas Marxidas. A inten¢do dees é levantar questdes provocativas e
debater sobre esses temas, e conseguem fazédo muito bem. Porém, ede livro ndo ira
satidazer totdmente aos letores que buscam estudos compreensvos sobre neoliberaismo,
cagpitdismo do mercado livre e educacdn. E também, com a excecdo de Ferretti (Gentili e
Kuenzer em menor grau), ndo modra a forma que as politicas neoliberais etéo tomando na
sociedade brasileira e 0s seus efdtos no Sstema educaciond. Assm, 0s capitulos o, as
vezes, reduzidos a teoria Este volume ndo goresenta uma perspectiva coesa brasileira ou
latino-americana sobre neoliberdismo e educacdo, bem como os seus desHfios neste setor,
contudo conta. com muito mais andises generdizadas e descontextudizadas.

Tdvez essa linha de quedionamento sga excessivamente ambiciosa para uma
colecdo editada dos ensaos de um congresso, a0 contr&io de extensos estudos. De fao,
uma perspectiva regiona néo fol a supoda intencdo dos organizadores do congresso. O
problema com ese abstraio e 0 efoque descontextudizado € que, como muitos dos



trabahos que esdo sendo publicados hoje sobre neoliberdismo na Améica do Norte, os
autores ndo edendem a andise compreensva ddes para incuir solugbes politices e
educacionais. Portanto, este volume sera muito Util para 0s educadores que estdo buscando
uma critica provocante e perspicaz num nivel maor da rdacdo entre capitdismo globd e
educacdn, e de menor interesse para professores e educadores interessados nos caminhos

paradesafiar einfluenciar estarelacéo.
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Educationd researchers, paticulaly those who favor a critical perspective, have
pad condderdble dtention to the effect of neoliberdism on naiond educationd systems
within the context of globdization. The andyss of neoliberd polices vis-avis educaion
has often focusad on the impact of privaization, decentrdization and school choice, which
are key polices in contemporary internationd trends in educaiond reform (eg. Gorodiaga
Derqui, 2001). Critics of nedliberdism charge that it employs an economic rationde to
guide educaiond reforms while ignoring natiional and sub-nationa cultura  differences,
and that it has exacerbated socid and educationd inequdities (Apple, 2001; Puiggrés,
1999). Other works invedtigate exceptiond programs that seek to counteract neoliberd
educationd discourses (eg. Gandin & Apple, 2002). A weskness, however, is that much of
this work ether remains a the levd of andyss and critique, eschewing pedagogicd and
politicd dternatives to neoliberdism, or idedlizes dternative programs.

Latin American authors have paid paticular atention to the effects of neoliberdism
because of the bdief tha they are a form of North American imperidism. This is the case
in Brazil, where educators and other scholars have developed a wdl-articulated critique of
the policies of the so-cdled Washington Consensus. A rdevant issue for educators in North
Ameaica, who ae modly unfamiliar with publications from Latin America (and for that
matter from other regions in the developing world), is whether the andlyss on the effect of
neoliberd policies and globd markets on Lain American sysems of education will provide
adeeper understanding of thistopic.



This book, a collection of conference proceedings, has the potentid to reved a
regiond perspective by bringing together the voices of some of the top education scholars
in Brazil to andyze the redationship between cgpitdiam, labor and educaion. Mo of the
chapters were presented in 2001 a a conference organized by the Higtory, Society and
Education in Brazil research group (HISTEDBR). The group originaed in 1986 a the
Universty of Campinas by a group of doctord students under the supervison of Professor
Dermevd Saviani, one of the editors of this volume. The dated objective of the group is to
work collectivdly on themes in the hidoriography and higory of Brazilian education. Thet
this group would organize a conference on the theme of capitdism, work and educdtion is
noteble for two ressons. In the fird place it is comprised primaily of higorians of
Brazilian education. Interestingly, for a group of hidorians, mogt of the works in this
collection ae theoreticd and polemicd. Secondly, the topic of markets and education is
approached from a labor perspective, which pays dtention to effect of the economic system
on workers and the relationship of education to labor.

The firg three sections of this book correspond to the organization of sessons a the
5th Seminar of HISTEDBR. Pat | contains the opening address given by Saviani. Parts Il
and Il present the works of the speskers at two round table sessons of the conference. The
only exception is the essay by Frigotto in pat Il, whose work was incduded in the
publication dthough he did not paticipae the conference. In Pat 1V, Saviani and
Lombardi review the history and contributions of HISTEDBR during the padt fifteen years.

In the firg chapter, Saviani discusses the origins of the HISTEDBR group and his
involvement in its founding, which was based on a common interes in examining the
higory of education from a Maxid, didecticd perspective. He dso explans why a group
of researchers on the history of education chose for the conference theme the relations
between capitdism, labor and education. His rationde draws on Althusser to argue that
cgpitad must be undersood in order to have a radicd interpretation of contemporary hitory,
induding the higory of educaion. This is paticulaly rdevant, he notes because of the
evidence that globd makets ae not fulfilling ther promises to didribute wedth and
devdopment for casses and socid groups The man trend tha he finds is a ddiberae



cyding of periods of economic growth and recesson in order to disupt the workers ahility

to pressure for economic change.

In Pat Il, entitted ‘Capitdism, Work and Education, lanni ponders the changing
role of the individud as a citizen resulting from contemporary trandformations in the world.
He suggests that the changes brought on by globdization are credting a new ditizen, who is
not only natona but dso globd, and tha the media is an important inditution for
chdlenging dominant powers such as corporations lanni condudes that neoliberdism is
not in complete control of this new Stuation and that the emerging “globd citizen” has the
potentid to reshape society. Antunes, in the second chapter, focuses on the economic
digoarities and widespreed exdudon that the contemporay form of globd capitdian hes
created, represented by concepts such as “totd qudity.” He asserts that this date is evident
in the “dedtructive and superfluous consumption” of the wedthy classes, which has led to
renewed druggles by workers and groups marginalized by this sydem in an effort to
demondrate the inequdity and injustice of contemporary society.

Gentili argues in the third chepter that the promises of humaen capitd theory, such as
higher education atanment leading to success in the job maket and to improved naiond
devdopment, have not been redized in Brazil or other Latin American countries. Ingtead,
the people of this region have become “poorer and more ‘educaed.”” He agues that
education, in the present economic sysem, is conceived of as an individud choice rather
than as a right and that the promise of full employment has been replaced by private choice
and the promise of “employability.” Gentili asserts that the inequdity of school systems in
Latin America is a mgor factor: “‘Educated in a pulverized and segmented school system,
which ae cohdbitated by educationd circuits of diverse opportunities and qudity;
opportunities and qudities that change according to the socid condition of the subjects and
the economic resources that they have for accessng the privileged sphere of dtizenship
rights’ (p.59). In the find chapter of this section, Frigotto discusses the rdationship
between the subject and dructures, emphesizing the potentid for human agency. The role
of education in the current cgpitdig ideology, expressed in the concept of employability, is
to produce a “minimum citizen” tha is lacking cvic compeencies. He agues tha



cgpitdiam is not a dvilizing force but is dedructive and needs to be replaced by a more
humene system.

Pat 11l presents three chapters on the theme of ‘Capitdism, Work and Educetion in
Brazil.” In the first chapter, Kuenzer examines the affect of the neoliberd State and the
globdizaion of the economy on the reaionship between work and education in order to
guide the condruction of a pedagogy for human emancipation. He argues that a “toyotist
pedagogy” has been introduced in schools, which ae based on acquiring cognitive
competencies that vaorize cgpitd and produce flexible workers. Next, Ferretti discusses
how different actors, especidly labor unions, educators and employers, have understood the
chdlenges made to educetion in Brazil in recent years. He critiques the educationd policies
in the 1990s implemented by the Brazilian government and internaiond orgenizaions like
the World Bank. He concludes that, regarding neoliberdiam, “the danger congds in the
posshility... that the content of generd education is conveniently “suiteble’ to the future
necessties of professond-technica traning.” In the third chepter, Ciavatta examines the
world of labor usng higorica photographs as a lens for recondructing the lives of factory
workers. In order to critique the effect that advanced capitdism has had on labor and
education, Ciawtta introduces the concept of the “school of labor,” a historicd mediation
of the world of labor that “must be understood as a complex socid process, a human act, a
movement of idess and actions that accompany the introduction of work in the school as an
educative principle” (p.9)

This book brings together tdented Brazilian scholas working on a st of common
issues from Marxig and criticd perspectives. Ther intent is to raise provocative questions
and debate around these issues, a which they are highly successful. However, this book
will not on the whole satify those readers looking for carefully researched Studies on
neolibera, free market capitdism and education, nor, with the exception of Feretti (and
Gettili and Kuenzer to a lessr extent), does the volume illuminate the form that neoliberd
policies are teking in Brazilian society and their effect on the education system. As such,
the chapters are a times narrowly theoreticd. This volume does not lay out a cohesve



Brazilian or Latin American perspective on neoliberdism and education and its chalenges
in this region but relies more often on generdized and uncontextudized anayses.

Perhaps this line of quedioning is overly amhbitious for an edited collection of
conference papers as opposad to full-length studies; in fact, a regiond perspective was not
the professed intent of the conference organizers. The problem with this abstract gpproach
is thet, like much of the work that is bang published on neoliberdism today in North
America, the authors do not extend ther comprehensve andyss to indude politicad and
educationd solutions As such, this volume will be mogt ussful to scholars looking for a
provocative and ingghtful critique of the macrolevd rdaionship between globd
capitdism and educetion, and of lessr interest to teachers and educationd reformers
interested in ways to challenge and shape this relationship.
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